
 

 

Interview de MinaLima, les graphistes de Harry 
Potter, par gazette-du-sorcier.com 

 
 
1. Have you always wanted to be a graphic designer? 
Mira: We both fell into these role organically. I trained as a set 
designer. 
Eduardo: And I wanted to be a film director when I was young. 
 
2. What did you study for this job? 
Mira: I studied Theatre Design 
Eduardo: I studied Visual Communications 
 
3. What do you like the most about your job? 
Mira: we like being surrounded by creativity and great imaginations. 
Eduardo: And, of course, meeting fans around the world! 
 
4. What are your inspirations? 
Mira: Everything around us in an inspiration; we are constantly taking photos of interesting 
things we see. 
 
5. What other franchise/universe would you like to work on? 
Eduardo: We are already working on the best! 
 
6. What would be your wizard/witch job in the wizarding world? 
Eduardo: I am the Editor in Chief of The Daily Prophet, of course. 
Mira: I would make being a Marauder an official job and be the Chief Marauder! 
 
7. Is there a Hogwarts House you prefer representing? Why? 
Mira: I am a Hufflepuff. 
Eduardo: I am a proud Ravenclaw 
 
8. What is your patronus? (Did you take the official test on Pottermore or did you 
choose it yourself?) 
Mira: I am an Osprey  
Eduardo: I am a Chestnut Mare 
 
9. Same question for your wand and what is it made of (wood and core)? 
Mira: Aha! Maybe it’s best not to say in case the information falls into the hands of some 
dark wizards! 
 
10. What would you smell if you open a bottle of Amortentia ? 
Eduardo: Books, our partners, and hopefully each other! 
 
11. Which scene are you most looking forward to illustrating in the next Harry Potter 
illustrated editions? 
Mira: We are actually most looking forward to hearing all your feedback on our illustrations 
in the next book: Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secrets! 
 
12. The Marauder’s Map seems to be a very popular design, do you have an idea 
why? 



 

 

Mira: I think it’s because we were all either very cheek when we were at school or we 
wished that we were, so either way it taps into our inner mischief – these kids are doing all 
the things we want to do! 
 
13. Is there a design you spent too much time working on compared to the time we 
saw it on screen? 
Mira: We spent a long time creating the inner pages of all the books but the pages of Tales 
from Beedle the Bard are particularly indulgent. Whilst they didn’t get any screen time, you 
can see them on our website and at House of MinaLima in London. 
 
14. How was it designing parts of the New York flagship and seeing its opening? 
Eduardo: We designed, built and dressed our House of MinaLima New York from our 
Studio in London so it is very surreal to see it only digitally! We have a fireplace in both our 
houses – here and there – so as soon as we are allowed, we will be jumping on the Floo 
Network! 
 
15. Which butterbeer label design do you prefer? 
Eduardo: Ah! We always say choosing one design over the others feels like deciding child 
is the favourite! In this case, it feels like that even more so I will pick one and Mira will pick 
the other! 
 
16. Which Wizarding World project are you the most proud of after 20 years? 
Mira: Again, it’s hard to choose one because they are all so different. For fans, it may feel 
one world – and we hope it does, because we work very hard to make it feel like that! – but 
for us, it requires reimagining every time, from film, to theme park, to books, etc, because 
the use/purpose of each is always different. 
 
17. If you look back, is there a design you would like to change? 
Eduardo: I once made the mistake of saying I would change the first Butterbeer label I 
designed for the Harry Potter films and that did NOT go down well with the fans because 
so many loved it. As serendipity would have it, we have now had the opportunity to create 
so many versions of that label! 
 
18. After all these years, which one of your creations is the most memorable one? 
Mira: For me and Harry, it all started with a letter! 
Eduardo: For me, as the Editor in Chief, The Daily Prophet newspapers! 
 
19. And what is the one that gave you a lot of trouble or that you didn’t feel inspired 
by? 
Eduardo: For every design, the hardest part was facing the blank white page, but as soon 
as inspiration struck, we were on our way. It was also helpful to have the script, our Art 
Director Stuart Craig and Set Decorator Stephenie McMillan, and each other there for 
guidance 
 
20. 20 years are behind you now… What's ahead? 
Mira: Wow! Firstly we capturing our memories from these 20 years in a book, The Magic of 
MinaLima which will be published by Harper Collins next year. 
Eduardo: The natural next step in our journey is to present our stories in new ways – as 
you know we are very interested in creating immersive exhibitions so now we want to 
explore bringing technology into play. 
Mira: And, of course, create our own stories, too! 


